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Numbers rise as NC logs first 
‘community transmission’ case 


JULIA WALL jwall@newsobserver.com 


Urban Ministries of Durham cafeteria manager Patricia Keith, right, and development director Joe Daly stack and count hot meals for small, 
socially distant groups on Thursday. The shelter is taking steps to curb the spread of the coronavirus, including limiting the amount of people 
allowed inside at once. They need volunteers because many of their regulars are older and staying home to avoid potential exposure. 


Burr sold stocks, warned 


small group early 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
bmurphy@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

U.S. Sen. Richard Burr sold up 
to $1.5 million in stocks, in- 
cluding hotel chains, in mid- 
February weeks before he 
warned a private group that the 


coronavirus was “akin to the 
1918 pandemic” and warned it 
to rethink European travel. 

The stock sales Feb. 13 were 
reflected on a financial 
disclosure form filed with the 
Senate on Feb. 27, the same day 
he spoke to members of the Tar 
Heel Circle, a high-dollar mem- 
bership organization that is part 


Shelter in place? Not yet, 
but Wake, Durham 
leaders weigh options 


BY DAWN BAUMGARTNER 
VAUGHAN AND MARK SCHULTZ 


dvaughan@newsobserver.com 
mschultz@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Some cities around the coun- 
try have already ordered resi- 
dents to shelter-in-place, and it 
could be coming to North Car- 
olina, too. It’s an option that’s 
“on the table” for Wake County. 
Other Triangle leaders are con- 
sidering it, too. 

Earlier this week, Mecklen- 
burg County’s public health 
director said a shelter-in-place 
order to limit the spread of the 


“more quickly than we like,” but 
the county manager said Thurs- 
day there are “no plans at this 
time” for such an order. 

Wake County Emergency 
Operations Center Manager 
Darshan Patel said shelter-in- 
place is standard methodology 
for public health and an option 
if Wake County needs to “ag- 
gressively do some social dis- 
tancing.” Because that’s such an 
aggressive method, he said, they 
won't do it lightly. 

Wake County leaders have 
been in touch with San Francis- 
co leaders, who ordered resi- 
dents there and in other Bay 


of virus 


of the North Carolina State 
Society of Washington, D.C. 
ProPublica and the Center for 
Responsive Politics first report- 
ed the stock sales. NPR first 
reported Burr’s comments. 

Burr, a North Carolina Repub- 
lican, is chairman of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee. The 
committee was receiving daily 


updates on the coronavirus 
outbreak by late February, 
Reuters reported 
at the time. 
“There’s one 
thing I can tell 
you about this. It 
is much more 
aggressive in its 
transmission than 
anything that we 
have seen in 
recent history. It’s 
probably more akin to the 1918 
pandemic,” Burr told the Tar 
Heel Circle group on Feb. 27. 


Richard 
Burr 
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ETHAN HYMAN ehyman@newsobserver.com 


Only a few cars were heading into downtown Raleigh at 8:12 a.m., 
normally the morning rush hour, on Tuesday. Triangle traffic is 
greatly reduced with people staying home due to the coronavirus. 


impacting millions of residents. 
Patel said Wake County’s 
emergency operations center 
has discussed shelter-in-place as 
a potential action, but not one to 
do yet. They’d work with public 


sioners’ chair to make a deci- 
sion. He emphasized it wouldn’t 
be done lightly because it re- 
stricts people’s movement, even 
though there are exceptions for 


BY MARTHA QUILLIN 
mquillin@newsobserver.com 


North Carolina has 134 known 
cases of the novel coronavirus 
across 25 counties as of Thurs- 
day afternoon, and Gov. Roy 
Cooper announced the state’s 
first case of “community trans- 
mission” of the virus. 

“This is expected but still an 
unfortunate benchmark in this 
pandemic,” Cooper said during 
an afternoon briefing, in which 
he said Wilson County has a 
case of community transmis- 
sion. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention says, 
“Community spread means 
people have been infected with 
the virus in an area, including 
some who are not sure how or 
where they became infected.” 
Until now, health officials have 
said all cases in North Carolina 
were the result of travel to pla- 
ces where there had been CO- 
VID-19 outbreaks, or through 
contact with others known to 
have the virus. 

Wake County had 25 known 
cases of the illness just before 6 
p-m Thursday. 

Wake County health officials 
said Thursday one person who 
has tested positive for viral in- 
fection attended a concert in the 
PNC Arena on March 13 with 
symptoms of illness, The News 
& Observer reported. The per- 
son had a seat on the floor but 
moved around for the nearly 
four hours they were there, 
making it nearly impossible to 
say who might have been ex- 
posed to the virus. 

“If you went to the show and 
spent time on the floor, you may 
be at risk of exposure,” Wake 
County Medical Director Dr. 
Kim McDonald said in a news 
release. 

On Thursday, 16 new cases 
were announced in Mecklen- 
burg and eight in Durham. New 
cases also were announced in 
Forsyth, Guilford, Wilson, Cum- 
berland and Moore and Union 
counties. Davidson and Pitt 
counties announced their first 
cases. 

Nearly mirroring national 
trends, North Carolina saw a 
39% increase in the number of 
known cases from end-of-day 
Tuesday to end-of-day Wednes- 
day. Nationally, more than 
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CHANGES TO YOUR PAPER 


In an effort to help us give 
you as much information as 
possible about the 
coronavirus pandemic, you 
may notice that we’ve 
moved some content to 
other sections. This is a 
temporary measure, and 
content will return to its 
usual place as soon as 
possible. 
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